
If you ask students why 
school is important you 
will hear things like: to 
get a good job, to make 
money and to buy the 
things I want. These 
are all good answers but 
what are the skills nec-
essary to do well in 
school. The students in 
grades kindergarten 
through fourth  will be 
able to tell you some of 
the skills needed to be 
successful in school.  

In our first official 
round of guidance les-
sons we focused on the 
importance of being a 
good listener, identify-
ing areas of strengths 
and needs, to be organ-
ized and prepared for 
school, the importance 
of  homework and the 
steps necessary to com-
plete it and how they 
learn best.  

As young as kindergar-
ten we have started 
creating awareness of 

the 5 things you can do 
to be a better listener. 
Kindergarteners know 
their eyes should be on 
the person talking, 
their mouths are quiet, 
their bodies are still, 
their hands are still and 
their ears are for lis-
tening.  

In 1st grade we read 
Howard B. Wigglebot-
toms Learns to Listen. 
Then the students got a 
chance to practice 
these skills by following 
directions to color in 
our version of Howard. 

In second grade the 
students learned that 
they have all the super 
powers needed to do 
well in school. They 
looked at ways they can 
be responsible at home 
and school and identi-
fied areas of improve-
ment.  

Third grade is a big 
transition year and stu-

dents are starting to 
be more independent 
with their school and 
homework. For some 
this transition is easy, 
but others need more 
assistance.  

In 3rd grade, students 
surveyed their current 
homework practices 
and identified areas 
that you can help them. 
In 4th grade the stu-
dents  experienced 
different activities 
that tapped into one of 
the 3 learning styles: 
auditory, visual or kin-
esthetic. Do you know 
your preferred learn-
ing style?  

Now is a great oppor-
tunity to talk to your 
child about the variety 
of learning styles we 
bring to the classroom, 
and the various skills 
we can use to be suc-
cessful now, and for 
the rest of the school 
year! 

The essential question is: Why is 
learning and school important? 
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1. Keep your back-
pack organized 

 

2. Special area to 
complete homework 

 

3. A scheduled time to 
do homework 

 

4. No interruptions 
5. Prioritize work 

 

6. Estimate how long 
work will take 

 

7. Take breaks 
8. Parent checks work 

 

9. Have a drop spot 
10.Reward yourself 

 

10 Steps to be 
successful with 
homework 
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Knowing what your preferred 
learning style is can help with the 
learning process and studying.  

If you are an Auditory 
Learner then try the fol-
lowing tips: sit where you 
can hear the teacher, fo-

cus on what she is saying, re-read 
things over many times out loud 
or use a tape recorder. 

If you are a Visual 
Learner you may want to: 
sit near the front where 
you can see the board, take 
notes, make pictures and charts 
or flashcards to help you remem-
ber information.  

If you are a hands-on or 
Kinesthetic Learner you 
may want to: find ways to 
act out the information 

you need to learn, draw pictures,  
write spelling words or math facts 
in the air or use finger paints, 
chalk or sand.  

 

Try to identify which way your 
child learns best and work with 
them using these suggestions. If 
you find you are battling with 
them when studying it could be 
because it doesn’t fit the way 
they learn or take in information.   

 

Upcoming  
Parent Programs 

Upper Merion District Program: 

Love and Logic Parenting 
class begins October 6th 
and runs for 6 weeks. Child 
care and dinner provided. 
Contact PaShawnda Briley 
at  610-205-8921 or 
pbriley@umasd.org 

**A parent survey was sent 
home in the last Wednesday 
Express folder.  Please send 
back the updated survey at 
your earliest convenience.  

The counseling program will 
only improve with YOUR 

helpful feedback! 

Girls on the Run is a non-profit prevention program that encourages girls to develop 
self-respect and healthy lifestyles through running.  We will be offering the Girls on 
the Run program after school for 3rd and 4th grade girls during the spring of 2012.  
A  flyer will go home to all third and fourth grade girls in mid October.  Feel free to 
contact Ms. Rosenfeld at 620-205-3734 or jrosenfeld@umasd.org with any questions 
or for additional information. 
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Learning Styles and their Impact 

• Share expectations and set 
goals together. 

• Develop a consistent, daily rou-
tine and time for homework. 

• Ask your child to share at 
least one success that he/she 
has at school each day. 

• Communicate regularly with 
your child’s teacher. 

 

It is crucial to communicate the 
importance of education to your 
child beginning from the first day 
of school.  Here are some sugges-
tions for ways to keep kids and 
families engaged during the school 
year: 

• Read to your child daily and 
have your child read to you  

You will never make 

anyone responsible, you 

can only hold them 

accountable.—Unknown 

5 Ways to Become Involved in your Child’s 
Education 


