
 

 

 

 

It is such an exciting time of 
year! Students are reflecting 
on all of the things that they 
have learned and are begin-
ning to think ahead to the 
next grade.  It is the perfect 
time to incorporate discussion 
of careers and what vision 
they have for the future.  Re-
search tells us that it is never 
too early to begin the explora-
tion of careers and highlight 
all of the options that stu-
dents have ahead of them. 

• First grade classes will read 
“When I Grow Up,” a funny 
look at career possibilities by 
Al Yankovic. 

• Second grade classes will 

participate in career explora-
tion stations focusing on per-
sonal  strengths/goals/
preferences, job tools, and 
career based literature. 

• Third grade classes will hear 
the story of Roger the Vet and 
discuss the importance of ca-
reer education as well as 
making sure your career 
choice matches your interests 
and personality. 

• Fourth grade classes will 
think about their future ca-
reers as middle school stu-
dents.  The will learn how to 
set a goal and make a plan to 
achieve it during their 5th 
grade year. 

TALK TO YOUR CHILDREN ABOUT YOUR CAREER PATH 

Children are constantly listening and learning from the adult role models around them.  
Help your child with career exploration by discussing the following questions: 

1. What career did you dream about as a child? 

2. What are the different jobs you had growing up? 

3. What job do you do now? 

4. What would you do differently if you could do it all over again? 
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A World of Possibility Awaits!! 

~The future depends on what we do in the present.  Mahatma Ghandi 

~Don’t limit yourself.  Many people limit themselves to what they 
think they can do.  You can go as far as your mind lets you. What 
you believe, you can achieve.  Mary Kay Ash, Founder of Mary Kay Cos-
metics 

The sky is the limit when it 
comes to career exploration with 



The 4th grade students are 
already looking towards the 
future to Middle School. 
They are busy writing goals 
for themselves during guid-
ance lessons and writing let-
ters to their 5th grade pen 
pals.  On May 11th  they will 
travel as a 4th grade class to 

the Middle School for a visit.  
During this trip they will 
meet their new principal and 
school counselor, visit a 5th 
grade classroom, meet their 
pen pals, attend a unified 
arts class and even try out 
the 10:30am lunchtime! 

Students at Candlebrook will 
have an opportunity to sign 
up for a lunch bunch to ask 
questions, talk more about 
their feelings about moving 
up to 5th grade and practice 
opening a combination lock.   

Important dates to remem-
ber are: 
• May 22, 2012 Transition 

Meeting for Parents, UMAMS 
Auditorium at 6:30pm 

• June 13, 2012 4th grade Rec-
ognition Assembly at Candle-
brook 

• August 22, 2012 5th grade 
Open House, UMAMS Audito-
rium at 6:30pm 

 

Websites 
• www.pacareerzone.com 

• http://www.bls.gov/k12/ 

• http://
www.knowitall.org/
kidswork/ 

• www.mychildsfuture.org 
 

The Middle School Transition 

Future Careers:  Finding the Right Fit 
reer.  Some of these are: 

*Values—Are you interested in 
making a lot of money, having a 
certain title, having a job that 
allows you to travel or one that 
permits you to eat dinner with 
your family each night? 

*Interests—What do you enjoy 
doing?   

*Personality—Do you like to 

work in-
side or 
outside?  
Do you 

like to work alone or with 
other people? Do you want to 
be active or are you ok sitting 
at a desk? 

*Skills—What do you do 
well? 

When talking to children 
about what they want to be 
when they grow up they may 
name several unrelated types 
of careers that seem interest-
ing to them now.  As they get 
older we can help them narrow 
down the options by explain-
ing that there are things about 
them that will help them find 
the “right fit” in a future ca-
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Activities 
• Have your child draw a picture or write a 

story about a “day in the life” of their future 
career. 

• Borrow specific career books from the library. 

• Write a letter to someone asking them to tell 
you about their job.  

• Next time you’re watching a sports game on 
TV or walking through the mall, talk about all 
of the jobs that are necessary to make it hap-
pen. 

More Career Exploration at Home! 


