
Spring has sprung and we 
are beginning to think about 
friendships and the future 
during guidance lessons this 
month.   

First graders 
will be read-
ing “Enemy 
Pie” and 
learning that 
getting to 

know someone can help turn 
an enemy into a friend.  Stu-
dents will then find out new 
information about class-
mates that they hadn’t 
known before. 
 

Second graders will be re-
minded to “think before 
they rip.”  They will read “I 
Miss Franklin P. Shuckles” 
and engage in letter writing 
about how to how to treat a 

friend. 

Third grade classes will be-
gin a two part discussion 
about career education.  Dur-
ing this first session we’ll 
complete year 3 of our career 
booklets and explore the vo-
cabulary associated with dif-
ferent careers. 
 

In 4th grade it is time to 
start thinking about middle 
school.  In guidance students 
will get the chance to share 
some of their feelings about 

going to middle school and 
identify any concerns they 
may have as well. We will 
watch a video called “How 
to Succeed in Middle 
School” and begin our con-
versation about obstacles 
students may face when 
transitioning to 5th grade.  
Please look on the back for 
more information for 4th 
grade parents. 
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Thank You! 
Our Pennies for Patients Campaign 
was once again a success here at 
Candlebrook.  This year Candle-
brook raised $1,304.95 to donate 
to the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society.  For more information on 
where the money is spent, you can 
visit www.lls.org. 

What a wonderfully charitable way 
to teach students about how small 
donations and kind acts can make a 
huge difference.  Thank you to the 
Candlebrook Community for such 
generous support! 

C A N D L E B R O O K  E L E M E N T A R Y  S C H O O L  

April is National Autism 
Awareness Month and a 
good opportunity for all 
to become more educated 
about autism and issues 
within the autism commu-
nity.    Autism is a com-
plex developmental dis-
ability that typically ap-
pears during the first 

three years of life.  Autism 
impacts a persons ability to 
communicate and interact 
with others.  People with 
Autism might have a hard 
time reading social cues, 
difficulty with peer rela-
tionships and a hard time 
trying new things. Autism 
is now prevalent in 1 out of 

every 88 children 
in America.  For 
more information 
or Autism re-
sources, please check out 
the following links: 
www.autism-society.org 
www.autismsource.org 
www.autismspeaks.org 
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As each school year goes by we are 
focusing more on improving and in-
creasing interpersonal skills within 
the school setting.  The Pennsylvania 
Department of Education even has 
Student Interpersonal Skills listed as 
part of the standards included in ele-
mentary education.  
 

We teach interpersonal skills through 
guidance lessons, school-wide pro-
grams such as Positive Action, in 
small groups and 1:1 with students.  
Good interpersonal skills require that 
we know how to think through and 
apply information that will help us to 
be successful socially. 
 

Social thinking is difficult for some 

students, especially those individuals 
with Asperger Syndrome, High-
Functioning Autism, ADHD, and those 
with other social and communicative 
challenges. 
 

Successful social thinkers are good per-
spective takers and take into account 
others’ points of view, emotions 
thoughts, and beliefs.  While some kids 
easily learn through watching social 
interactions, others may need more di-
rect instruction.  Here are some ways 
you can teach your child to “think so-
cial”! 
1. Model appropriate actions and be-

havior— Use manner words, model 
patience, and remember that your 
child is watching and learning from 

the things that you do. 
2. Praise desired behaviors—

positive reinforcement is great, 
and will help encourage repeti-
tion of those positive behaviors 
in the future.  A good example 
is, “I’m so proud of the way 
you shared your favorite toy”, 
or “I like the way you sat qui-
etly until I got off of the 
phone.” 

3. Practice makes progress—
Encourage your child to prac-
tice positive behaviors when-
ever the opportunity presents 
itself.  

school.  Students will sit in 
on a class, eat lunch in the 
cafeteria, and tour around 
with 5th grade guides.   

SAVE THE DATES!   
4th grade spring transition 
meetings will be held for 
parents on May 22nd and 
August 21st.  Both pro-
grams will take place at 
the Upper Merion Area 
Middle School Auditorium 
at 6:30 PM.  On May 17th 
Candlebrook 4th graders 
will also have an opportu-
nity to go visit the middle 
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What Size Is My Problem?  

Social Skill Success 

Middle School Madness 

Is it big (like an elephant), medium 
(like a dog) or small (like an ant).  If 
it’s a small or medium sized problem, 
chances are you can come up with 
some solutions on your own! 
 

Brainstorm some solutions. The more 
solutions you come up with, the better 
the chance you’ll find a way to solve 
your own problem. 

Ask questions. Is it safe?  Is it 
fair? How might people feel about 
this?  Will it work? 
 

Review and process.  Did any of 
your solutions work?  If you’ve 
tried a few things and still haven’t 
solved your own problem, it 
might be time to ask for help! 
 

 
 
 
 

One important social skill to learn is 
how to problem solve.  This can be dif-
ficult skill for students (and adults)! 
Ask yourself—How big is my problem?  

C o u n s e l o r ’ s  C o r n e r  

GIRLS ON THE RUN 5K! 
Sunday, May 19, 2013 

Wissahickon High School 
Ambler, PA 19002 

 
Our 3rd and 4th girls have been working hard 

and having fun while training for their 3.1 mile 
run May 19th. The Girls on the Run 5K race is 

open to the public. If you would like to run along 
with the Candlebrook 

GOTR team, you can sign up at 
www.gotrpa.org! 


