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According to The Fox Website:

“Black foxes are known as silver foxes as the hair on the rump is tipped with silver and this stands out well against the remaining black fur.”
http://www.thefoxwebsite.org/ecology/ecologyfacts.html
Research information about the Red fox from the web site, BioKIDS:  Kid’s Inquiry of Diverse Species, Critter Catalog.  http://www.biokids.umich.edu/critters/Vulpes_vulpes/
Use the Headings to location the important information quickly in this article.

What do they look like?
1.  There are two colors of red foxes that are described as silver.  Describe the two colors and record what percentage of red foxes have this fur color.

2.  Who (what kind of person) would want to find this type of fox?

3.  Record three important facts from this section that you think might be important if you were collection factual information about foxes for a realistic fiction like Midnight Fox.


a.


b.


c.

What kind of habitat do they need?
4.  Why or why not is the farm setting of The Midnight Fox a realistic place to find the fox? 

What do they eat?  What eats them and how do they avoid being eaten?

5.  What is the typical diet of a red fox?  How would this diet cause a problem on Aunt Millie’s farm?

6.  Who is the biggest predator of foxes?  What are the two biggest reasons that foxes are hunted?

What role do they have in the ecosystem?  Do they cause problems?

7.  What are two beneficial effects that foxes have on the environment?

8.  After reading the section about the kinds of problems that foxes can cause, do you think that Betsy Byars created a realistic conflict between the farm and foxes in her novel?

Extra Credit:

What questions do you have about foxes?

Can you find the answers on this website from the University of Michigan?
